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Scottish Episcopal Church


General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church

Scottish Charity No SC015962

17 October 2025
Dear Code-holder

Following General Synod 2025 in June, and the online General Synod in September 2025, the updated Code of Canons and Digest of Resolutions are now available to download from http://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/publications/code-of-canons/  

The changes are as follows:

Code of Canons

The canonical changes which were passed at Second Reading at General Synod in June 2025 include revisions to Canon 22. 

Canon 22: Of Divine Worship and Administration of The Sacraments and Other Rites and Ceremonies of The Church
· Notification of removal of out-of-date liturgies from the Schedule to Canon 22 with effect from Sunday next before Advent in 2025
· Scottish Liturgy (Scottish Episcopal Church) (1982) listed as item 6 in the Schedule.
· Scottish Liturgy 1982 Eucharistic Prayers II-V (Scottish Episcopal Church) (1996) listed as item 11 in the Schedule.

The canonical changes which were passed at Second Reading at General Synod in September 2025 include revisions to Canon 4. 
Canon 4: Of the Calling and Election of Bishops To Vacant Sees

· In Section 1 DEFINITIONS; addition of a definition of ‘Majority’
· In Section 5 ISSUE OF THE MANDATE; clarification of length of time the College of Bishops can delay the issuing of the Mandate

· In Section 12 TIMETABLING BY PRELIMINARY MEETING AND STAGES; revision to ensure that the timescale be completed within 12 months from the issuing of the mandate, not the date of vacancy

· In Section 25 PROCEDURE FOR INITIAL VOTES; clarification of ‘majority’ as ‘an absolute majority’ 
· In Section 26 PROCEDURE FOR A TRANSFERABLE VOTE WHERE THERE ARE MORE THAN TWO CANDIDATES; revision to allow for a transferable voting procedure to reduce the number of candidates to two, and by allowing this transferable voting procedure to take place as a whole Electoral Synod, as opposed to in houses
· In Section 27 FINAL VOTE; clarification of ‘majority’ as ‘an absolute majority’

Yours sincerely
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Miriam Weibye
Church Relations Officer
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